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Welcome to the latest periodical from the USC Center on Public Diplomacy: PDiN 

Monthly .  

This new electronic roundup of the Centerõs subscription service PDiN (Public  

Diplomacy in the News), is intended to serve as a one -stop resource for practitio-

ners, scholars and policy makers around the world.  

 

Beginning this month, PDiN Monthly will highlight significant developments in pub-

lic diplomacy aggregated by the Center along with commentary and analysis from 

CPD staff, fellows, visiting scholars and others.  The intention is to showcase in-

ternational stories and trends that in some cases may not readily appear germane 

to public diplomacy studies or practice, and to provide regular policy -relevant 

analysis for our readers.   

 

In this first issue of PDiN Monthly, Pamela K. Starr illustrates the public diplomacy 

dimension of recent economics headlines and in specific how the world is con-

tending with Chinaõs mounting economic clout. As she points out, the recent news 

of Chinaõs conflict with Google and the U.S. government provides an excellent 

case study for those interested in the intersection between economics, IT and 

public diplomacy.  Philip Seib, Cari Guittard and Naomi Leight each present their 

view on the power of òAid diplomacyó in the context of Haiti.  

 

In addition to providing a timely overview and analysis of international news in our 

eight categories  of public diplomacy practice, PDiN Monthly offers information 

about upcoming events ð at CPD and elsewhere in the worldð as well as recent 

publications of interest.  

 

We thank you for reading, and please donõt hesitate to contact us at cpd@usc.edu 

with your feedback.    

 

  With best wishes,  

Sherine Badawi Walton  

Editor-in-Chief, PDiN Monthly 

Deputy Director, USC Center on Public Diplomacy (CPD)  

The View from CPD  

http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/pdnews
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/pdnews
mailto:cpd@usc.edu
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  is by now well -known that the process of globalization, 

beginning in the 1960s and picking up pace rapidly in the 

late 20 th century, quickly changed the context for international 

affairs.  Globalization produced increased contact among the 

peoples of the world, a rapid expansion of interdependence 

among nations, and an explosion of new actors in international 

affairs.  At the heart of this globalization process were the sov-

ereign decisions of countries to open their borders to the flow of 

goods, capital, ideas, and people, and the technological changes 

that enabled a rapid increase in these cross -border flows.  Be-

yond the evident advances in transportation technologies, it was 

(and still is) the revolution in communications technology that 

has defined this latest and most profound phase of global inte-

gration.  

 

The consequent òshrinkingó or òflatteningó of the world, in ad-

dition to the associated growth of new international power cen-

ters such as China and India, has profoundly influenced the con-

duct of foreign policy.  Issues such as trade, finance, migration, 

human rights, and environmental concerns ð issues that resist 

resolution through the traditional application of hard power ð 

have begun to matter more in global affairs.  The resulting in-

terdependencies among nations have swelled the domestic costs 

of attempting to coerce others to alter their behavior.   

Globalization, Interdependency and 

Public Diplomacy  

by Pamela K. Starr  

PDiN Roundup 

 

 

 

 

PDiN Round Up: Africa  

Nigeria, Greece strengthen economic diplomacy  
Vanguard News Online  
According to [Nigerian Minister of Commerce and 
Industry], òEconomic diplomacy is now more impor-
tant than ever. It is what makes diplomatic relation-
ships mutually beneficial. Trade is important, but 
more concrete business and economic relations is 
much better.  

Tags : Government PD   Africa    Eurasia    

 
A New Paradigm for Engaging Somalia  
Global Politician    
If there is any wisdom to be gained out of this young 
21st century it has to do with the costly lesson that 
òhard poweró alone cannot sustain peace or politi-
cal influence. Any effort intended for effective po-
litical problem -solving and conflict -resolution must 
be made of a mix that includes òsoft poweró.  

Tags : Government PD   Soft Power   Africa     

 
Football World Cup fires South Africaõs dreams of 
riches and identity  
The Guardian  
In this country, mention "Twenty -ten" and you're not 
talking about a mere year; it is shorthand for the 
football World Cup finals, to be hosted by South 
Africa from mid -June to mid -July. Never before has 
Africa staged a football World Cup or Olympic 
games.  

Tags : Nation Branding   Soft Power   Africa     

 
Central Africa is a testing ground for German de-
velopment minister  
Deutsche Welle  
There have already been signs that Germany is mov-
ing to switch aid away from emerging economies, 
such as China, and concentrate its efforts on the 
world's poorest nations. And with the number of 
migrants from Africa growing, it is in the European 
Union's interest to do more to tackle the problems 
at its own back door.    

Tags : Government PD   Africa    Eurasia    

 
Rwanda and France pledge to boost ties after 
three -year freeze  
Radio France Internationale  
Rwandan President Paul Kagame met French Foreign 
Minister Bernard Kouchner in Kigali on Thursday. 
Kouchner is the first French official to visit Rwanda 
since the two countries resumed diplomatic ties in 
November.   

Tags : Government PD   Africa    Eurasia    ò 
ó 

Chinaõs decision to play the 

role of an international      

òfree-rideró rather than a  

rising world leader            

tarnished its global image.  

It  

http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/world_pd/africa
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2010/01/10/nigeria-greece-strenghten-economic-diplomacy/
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/africa
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://globalpolitician.com/26146-somalia
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_soft_power
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/africa
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jan/04/south-africa-world-cup-identity
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_nation_branding
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_soft_power
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/africa
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5098287,00.html?maca=en-rss-en-all-1573-rdf
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/africa
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://www.rfi.fr/actuen/articles/121/article_6426.asp
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/africa
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
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PDiN Roundup 

As a result, the need to build cooperation, to persuade and ca-

jole, to build shared codes of conduct from which all actors 

might benefit, has grown in importance for diplomats of all 

stripes.  This clearly does not mean that hard power has ceased 

to matter in the conduct of international affairs.  It does mean 

that in the 21 st century the diplomatic power to persuade mat-

ters more than ever before.  Whether public or private, under-

taken by nation -states or non-state actors, among actors with 

similar or unequal resource endowments, 21 st century diplomacy 

must make conscious and creative use of soft power tools.  Na-

tions must therefore rethink which combination of policy tools is 

best suited to achieve their foreign aims. dddddddddddd                                    

 

News stories from throughout the world focusing on issues re-

lated to public diplomacy during the first weeks of 2010 reflect 

this revised thinking about the conduct of international affairs.  

These stories offer a peek into how countries are trying to adapt 

their foreign policy to a changed, and still changing, global con-

text and how soft power and public diplomacy resources might 

be used to better effect.  The stories also reflect an uncertainty 

as to what this really means in the practical application of pol-

icy.  

 

Some examples of this include the Daily Star article examining 

how the Bangladeshi government ought to rethink its relations 

with India given the growing importance of economic issues; the  

Channel NewsAsia article reporting on efforts by the Indian gov-

ernment to better exploit the economic power of its diaspora in 

Singapore; the Financial Times article discussing the implica-

tions of the positive interdependencies that could be created 

from the construction of a proposed natural gas pipeline from 

Turkmenistan through Afghanistan to Pakistan; and the Thanh 

Nien News article reporting on Joseph Nyeõs visit to Vietnam 

where the most influential foreign policy analyst of interde-

pendence and soft power encouraged the Vietnamese govern-

ment to take advantage of  holding the ASEAN presidency to the 

countryõs soft power.     (continued)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PDiN Round Up: Americas 

Disaster may thaw Cuban -American relations   
The National  
The relief effort in Haiti has led to new opportuni-
ties for co -operation between the United States and 
Cuba and could potentially thaw the relationship 
between the long -time adversaries, some analysts 
say.  

Tags : Government PD   Americas    

 

Banner Year For ôBrand Americaõ 
Forbes 
Several opinion surveys now assert that anti -
Americanism is generally on the decline and that 
the U.S. is, once again, the world's premier "country 
brand." These findings show that Barack Obama's 
efforts to redefine the U.S. world view, and recon-
ceptualize U.S. global policy, are having an impact.  
Tags : Government PD   Nation Branding   Soft 
Power   Americas 

  

G&Mõs Lisa Rochon criticizes Canadaõs choice of 
Expo pavilion designer  
Archinect  
Other nations...unveil their designs with much fan-
fare...Not you, Mr. Canada. You farm out the com-
mission for the Canadian Pavilion...to a circus cor-
poration. You allow a monumental nation -branding 
building to be conceived without an architect.    

Tags : Nation Branding   Public Opinion   Americas    

 

How Hugo Chavezõs revolution crumbled 
The Washington Post  
While the world has been preoccupied with the 
crisis in Haiti, Latin America has quietly passed 
through a tipping point in the ideological conflict 
that has polarized the region -- and paralyzed U.S. 
diplomacy -- for most of the past decade. The result 
boils down to this: Hugo Chávez's "socialism for the 
21st century" has been defeated and is on its way to 
collapse.    

Tags : Government PD   Public Opinion   Americas    

 

Noted US dance company gives free performance  
The Jakarta Post  
San Francisco's groundbreaking contemporary dance 
company is about to take Jakarta's Salihara small 
theater stage by storm tonight and tomorrow night 
ñ for free, and bring two countries a step closer to 
each other.    
Tags : Cultural Diplomacy    Government 
PD   Americas   Asia Pacific    
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http://www.thanhniennews.com/politics/?catid=1&newsid=54659
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http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/world_pd/americas
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http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
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http://archinect.com/news/article.php?id=95297_0_24_0_C
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http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_public_opinion
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/americas
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/01/24/AR2010012402379.html?hpid=opinionsbox1
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_public_opinion
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http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/americas
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Yet the dominant story line among these articles is, unsurpris-

ingly, China.  The Economist article, òFrom the Charm to the 

Offensive,ó presents some background to the story noting the 

Chinese governmentõs late 20th century determination not to 

rely on military force to fuel its global rise.  This decision re-

flected the undisputed military dominance of the United States 

at the time, but it also reflected an international context in-

creasingly  defined by globalization, interdependence, and the      

opportunities this afforded China.  China consciously    relied on 

cooperative rather than coercive tactics to enable its rise, in-

cluding bilateral negotiations to gain access to raw materials, 

multilateral negotiations to resolve (or ease tensions surround-

ing) a series of border disputes and to reach regional trade 

agreements.  This has been coupled with the use of interna-

tional Expos and  participation in international forums to signal 

Chinaõs  arrival as a global player and with the use of economic 

assistance and cultural institutes to soften international fears of 

Chinaõs growing economic might. 

 

Despite these concerted foreign 

policy efforts to manage Chinaõs 

òsoft riseó, at the beginning of the 

second decade of the 21st century 

increasing conflict appears to be in 

Chinaõs foreign policy future.    

Indeed, international spats have already begun to erode Chinaõs 

image in the West as The Economist article on Chinese-EU rela-

tions demonstrates.  The greatest challenge potentially to 

Chinaõs ability to manage its global image, however, just hit the 

headlines ð how China will manage the growing dispute with 

Google and the U.S. government over information espionage and 

internet access.   

 

This rocky patch for Chinaõs international image seems almost 

inevitable in hindsight.  Chinaõs foreign policy exhibits three 

characteristics typical of emerging powers ð its expanding power 

makes it crave respect as a significant international actor, yet 

 
 

 

 

 

PDiN Roundup 

PDiN Round Up: Asia Pacific  

Chinese envoy urges overseas students to help 
promote Sino -Russian friendship  
People's Daily Online  
Chinese students in Russia shall continue to boost 
the traditional friendly ties between China and Rus-
sia, while serving as messengers for bilateral people
-to-people exchanges, said Chinese Ambassador to 
Russia Li Hui in Moscow Sunday.   
Tags : Government PD   Non-State PD   Asia Pa-

cific    Eurasia   

 

Korea, Spain on meaningful date  
The Korea Herald  
The 6th Spain-Korea Forum took place in Cordoba, 
Southern Spain. This year's forum examined issues 
concerning gender equality, politics and security, 
logistics, energy and technology, and public diplo-
macy which includes sports such as Taekwondo, film 
and educational exchanges.   
Tags : Cultural Diplomacy    Non-State PD   Asia 

Pacific   Eurasia   

 

Time for Australia to Live Up To Its Reputation as 
a Bully  
Jakarta Globe  
These sound like the words of a Chinese official, yet 
this is what an Australian diplomat told me on a 
recent visit to Southeast Asia. Geographically on the 
fringes of Asia and with a different culture and his-
tory, Australia is sensitive to being perceived as a 
big-mouthed bully in the region.  
Tags : Government PD   Public Opinion   Asia Pa-

cific    

 

This Muslim country wants more Americans  
USA Today 
Indonesia is welcoming the Peace Corps back to a 
region teeming with moderate Muslims, but driven 
by dangerous zealots. Can this small injection of 
American ôsmart powerõ make a difference?    
Tags : Government PD   Public Opinion   Soft 

Power   Asia Pacific   

 

Classical concert kicks off òGerman Year in Viet-
nam 2010ó 
SGGP 
Almost 200 German and Vietnamese musicians will 
play together in a classical concert at the Hanoi 
Opera House on Jan. 23, kicking off the òGerman 
Year in Vietnam 2010ó to mark the 35th anniversary 
of Vietnam -Germany diplomatic ties.    

Tags : Cultural Diplomacy    Asia Pacific   Eurasia   
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domestic objectives continue to define its foreign policy and its 

recent history of weakness makes it highly sensitive to perceived 

international slights.  Chinaõs performance at the Copenhagen 

climate change summit is  instructive.  Necessarily included in 

the core group of nations negotiating a final accord, China was 

willing to make only very limited domestic sacrifices to achieve 

a common international goal.  Chinaõs decision to play the role 

of an international òfree-rideró rather than a rising world leader 

tarnished its global image.  Nothing is unique about this deci-

sion; the United States behaved similarly during its rise to global 

power in the late 19 th and early 20th centuries.  But it means 

that China will have to rethink how it employs public diplomacy 

to mitigate the inevitable tensions with the West that its 

òemergingó status is likely to produce. While the Global Times 

interview  with the Chinese foreign minister shows that China is 

aware of this challenge, effectively modifying its use of soft 

power and public diplomacy to contain global concerns about an 

increasingly powerful China will not be easy.  

 

This will be particularly true in the run -up to the 2012 change in  

Chinese leadership.  In this time period, the primacy of domes-

tic economic  development will dovetail with an overarching 

need for international and domestic stability to help political 

leaders in Beijing manage this transition.  This situation is likely  

 
 

 

 

 

PDiN Roundup 

PDiN Round Up: Eurasia 

òConservativeó silence on the British Council may 
undermine their value -promoting credentials  
The Spectator   
Five years after the last review of the British Coun-
cil, as part of a review of the Britainõs public diplo-
macy, it is probably time for another assessment.              

Tags : Government PD   Eurasia    

 

Budapest exhibition shows Cold War envoys of 
jazz  
The Budapest Times  
The US's cultural diplomacy through jazz continued 
over more than two decades and the Budapest exhi-
bition "Jam Session: America's Jazz Ambassadors 
Embrace the World" in the Palace of Arts presents 
55 images capturing several of the memorable mo-
ments.   
Tags : Cultural Diplomacy    Government 

PD   Americas   Eurasia  

 

Turkey could help EUõs soft-power ambitions, 
ambassador says 
EurActiv  
Without Turkey bridging the gap between East and 
West on issues such as energy security, foreign pol-
icy and cooperation in the Middle East, the EU's goal 
of exerting strong regional influence will be dimin-
ished, said Turkish Ambassador to Germany Ahmet 
Acet in a wide -ranging interview with EurActiv Ger-
many.   

Tags : Soft Power   Eurasia    

 

Greece and Austria outline plan for Balkan 
enlargement  
EUObserver.com  
The foreign ministers of Greece and Austria have 
sent a joint letter to EU top diplomat Catherine 
Ashton, outlining their common vision for what the 
bloc should achieve in 2010 in the western Balkans. 
The EU should complete accession talks with Croa-
tia, respond to Serbia's bid to join the bloc, start 
membership negotiations with Macedonia and abol-

ish visas for Albanians and Bosniaks.                

Tags : Government PD   Eurasia    

 

Axis Of Wheat  
Forbes 
Russia wants to include India in its strategic reserve 
plan for wheat. India will need to handle its foreign 
relations and grain storage much better to take 
advantage of that  

Tags : Government PD   South Asia   Eurasia    

K
e
v
in

 K
A

L
 K

a
lla

u
g

h
e

r,
 T

h
e
 E

c
o

n
o
m

is
t 

www.kaltoons.com  

http://opinion.globaltimes.cn/commentary/2010-01/496388.html
http://www.newsweek.com/id/229963
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/world_pd/europe
http://www.spectator.co.uk/coffeehouse/5711393/conservative-silence-on-the-british-council-may-undermine-their-valuepromoting-credentials.thtml
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://www.budapesttimes.hu/content/view/13809/222/
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_cultural_diplomacy
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/americas
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/turkey-help-eu-soft-power-ambitions-ambassador/article-189012
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_soft_power
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://euobserver.com/9/29347
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe
http://www.forbes.com/2010/01/29/forbes-india-axis-of-wheat-russia.html?boxes=businesschannelsections
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/newswire/news_government_pd
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/south_asia
http://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/index.php/world_pd/europe

