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How America Uses Instagram to Indict Iran
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Recent weeks have seen tensions between the U.S. and Iran reach fever pitch. While the 
Trump administration has warned Iran not to commit any acts of provocation, or attack 
American interests in the region, Iranian officials have vowed to defeat America in any future 
war. With tensions quickly escalating, the U.S. has decided to withdraw all non-essential 
personnel from neighboring Iraq while also deploying new forces in the Persian Gulf. Although 
U.S.-Iranian relations have deteriorated over the past two years, some wonder why the two 
nations have reached an impasse at this specific point in time? Why have the winds of war 
begun to blow in May and June of 2019?

One answer might be that the Trump administration feels that it has "made its case" against 
Iran, and has thus legitimized the use of force to topple the current Iranian regime. Unlike the 
prelude to the Iraq war, in which Colin Powell presented America's case against Iraq at the 
U.N., the Trump State Department has sought to indict Iran in the court of Instagram public 
opinion. Indeed, over the past few months the State Department has been investing 
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considerable digital resources in framing the character of the Iranian regime. This framing, 
which consists of three main themes, is analyzed in this blog post as well as the images 
employed by the State Department. The analysis of the images employed by the State 
Department is crucial given that Instagram is a visual medium.  

Theme #1: Iran's Global Reach

The first theme comprising America's framing of the Iranian regime focuses on its reach. 
According to the State Department, the regime does not settle for oppressing its citizens and 
denying their freedoms. Rather, Iran is a global actor whose activities extend far beyond its 
borders. In one Instagram post, the State Department visualized Iran's global network of 
financial institutions used to sell oil to the reprehensible Assad government in Syria and 
finance Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon. Another post focused on Iran's support of the Houthi 
rebels in Yemen while still another accused Iran of de-stabilizing Iraq and supporting 
Palestinian terrorism.

These posts, combined, depict the Iranian regime as a direct threat to U.S. interests in the 
Middle East and as a threat to the stability of the region. Moreover, they transform Iran from a 
rogue state to a global state whose malicious activities easily transcend borders. 
Subsequently, the threat that Iran poses to the world is made evident while America's 
activities are framed as a commitment to global security and stability. The posts comprising 
this theme may be seen below.




