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People, Places, Power - Episode 24: 
Nordics: The Saga of Success? [1]

Note from the CPD Blog Manager: This post features the podcast People, Places, Power
co-hosted by CPD Faculty Fellow Nicholas J. Cull and Good Country Index founder Simon 
Anholt. The podcast is produced by Elizabeth Islas USC M.A. Candidate of Specialized 
Journalism (2021), and features Cull and Anholt in weekly discussion on international 
reputation, foreign policy and related issues along the way. 
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Episode 24: Nordics: The Saga of Success?

This episode probes arguably the most successful cluster of national reputations the Nordic 
region, performing at the top of both the Nation Brands and Good Country indices. Issues 
include the question of how the positive reputation benefits Sweden, Norway, Denmark and 
Finland and the historical factors underpinning the phenomenon. Nick raises the issue of the 
demonization of the region in Kremlin-linked media while Simon considers negative 
messaging from within the region from its own far right. Simon looks back on the Danish 
cartoon crisis of 2006 as an example of how a reputation can be damaged by a single incident.
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